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        Headline DC 

February 15, 2011
Hill Happenings: Policy and Politics
· ACTION! Health $$ in Danger: House vote on 2011 CR (with SAMHSA down at least $96 million; NIH, $1 billion; CHCs $1.3 billion) expected on 2/17. Urgent you contact your US Representative with message that cuts to health funding do more harm than good. Call now and when home for Presidents’ Day recess (2/21-25) from district phone.
· ACA Issues: After the House vote to strike down the ACA, the Senate nixed repeal by 47-51. It also voted to repeal the provision requiring business to provide IRS documentation of purchases over $600. Also, Sen.  Barrasso (R-WY) introduced bill to allow states to opt out of individual insurance mandate, Medicaid expansion, and other provisions. Around the Agencies: News and Opportunities
· Drug Free Communities Grant Opportunity:  ONDCP and SAMHSA are making $9.35 million available for up to 75 new drug free community grants to prevent and reduce youth substance abuse. Community coalitions may receive up to $625,000 over 5 years. Grant applications are due by March 18. 
· Comments Wanted: HHS seeks comments on an initial core set of health quality measures for Medicaid-eligible adults.  (deadline March 1st)   Go to: http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2010/12/30/2010-32978/medicaid-program-initial-core-set-of-health-quality-measures-for-medicaid-eligible-adults
Organizationally Speaking

· HIT Info Sought: IOM seeks input on experiences with health information technologies, particularly with regard to patient safety. Submit comments by February 18 to hitsafety@nas.edu.

· Funding for ACA-related HIT: Kaiser Family Foundation examines ACA-related funding for state design and implementation of health coverage eligibility information technology, including health exchange planning grants and “early innovator” grants. For more: http://www.kff.org/healthreform/8132.cfm
· Medicaid/CHIP 50-State Survey:  A Kaiser Family Foundation report analyzes current state trends in maintaining or expanding eligibility for public health coverage and both enrollment and renewal procedures and  highlights challenges to developing Web-based eligibility systems. Go to: http://www.kff.org/medicaid/8130.cfm
•
ACA to Have Moderate Impact on Employer-Sponsored Coverage: A new Robert Wood Johnson Foundation study estimates the ACA will not have a significant impact on employer-sponsored health coverage.  For more, go to:  http://www.rwjf.org:pr:product.jsp%3Fid=71749

Etcetera
· Housing, Homelessness, Inclusion Conference: ADS Center to host web-conference on community living issues on February 23, 3-4:30 p.m. ET. Go to: http://promoteacceptance.samhsa.gov/teleconferences/default.aspx.
· NACBHDD Legislative and Policy Conference: Thursday and Friday, March 3 and 4; Phoenix Park Hotel, Capitol Hill, Washington, DC.  (NACo Committee meetings, March 5). Register 2/18/11 for “early bird” conference registration rate. Register now at: http://www.nacbhdd.org/conferences/events.cfm
· Next TA-lk Webinar: February 17, 3:30 p.m., EST. Cognitive Approach to Communications: Rethinking Child Mental Health,  FrameWorks Institute. Go to: https://www.fuzemeeting.com/fuze/f3d5bb77/11837221 or dial in: 18007414032.

· 2011 ACMHA Summit: Also mark your calendar now for the 2011 ACMHA Summit – Behavioral Health Leadership and Disruptive Innovation in Health Reform – in New Orleans, March 16 – 18.  ###
