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HILL HAPPENINGS: POLICY AND POLITICS
· Back in the Saddle Again: With the 2011 CR expiring on April 8, Congress may be closer to a solution.  Democrats are offering $30 billion more in cuts, nowhere near to Tea Party-demanded levels. Government shut-down? Stay tuned.
· ACA Defunding Agenda: Three House Committees continue efforts to quash the ACA’s  individual waiver, insurance exchange and the Prevention and Public Health Fund provisions. And, Karl Rove’s Crossroads GPS, has sued HHS, demanding records on the waiver process. 
AROUND THE AGENCIES: NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES
· ACO Regs on the Way:  On March 31, HHS released long-awaited ACO regulations.  Published in the Federal Register as a proposed rulemaking, public comment will be accepted before a final version is issued. To review the proposed rule, go to:  http://www.ofr.gov/OFRUpload/OFRData/2011-07880_PI.pdf. Comments are due in 60 days.
· Speedy Trial for ACA?  Virginia’s attorney general has called on the Supreme Court and the Justice Department to fast-track the appeal of his successful challenge to the ACA’s individual mandate to end “current uncertainty.” 
· National Quality Strategy for Health Care: HHS has released a first-ever strategy to guide quality of care improvement efforts. Go to: http://www.healthcare.gov/center/reports/quality03212011a.html.  Up next: National Prevention and Health Promotion Strategy.
· Comment on HHS IT Plan: National Coordinator for Health Information Technology has asked for comments on the Federal Health IT Strategic Plan: 2011-2015. Go to: http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/03/20110325a.html
ORGANIZATIONALLY SPEAKING
· Health Impact Project Funds Available: Up to $125,000 available to local agencies, nonprofits for study of informed decisionmaking on implications of health policy on health at the local, tribal, or state level. Deadline June 1. For more, go to: http://www.healthimpactproject.org/
· Miss the Summit? Presentation slides from ACMHA Summit speakers available at:  http://www.acmha.org/ 
· Mental Health Courts: New publication: Effects of Mental Health Courts on Arrests and Jail days (Steadman, HJ, Redlich, A, Callahan, L, Clark Robbins, P, Vesselinov R.  2011  Arch Gen Psych 68(2) 167-172), downloadable at http://www.archgenpschiatry.com
· Budget Cuts: NAMI has issued State Mental Health Cuts: A National Crisis, assessing the impact of current state budget crises on persons with mental illnesses. Go to: http://www.nami.org/Template.cfm?Section=state_budget_cuts_report
ETCETERA
· National Association of Rural Mental Health: Annual Meeting, June 22-25, 2011, Dubuque IA.  For more go to: 
· ACMHA: Next critical issue webinar is April 13, 2011 – Comparative Effectiveness Research, Ken Wells, UCLA. Go to ACMHA website at: http://www.acmha.org/current_events_critical_issues.shtml
· NACBHDD Summer Board Meeting: Mark your calendars for July 18-29, 2011, Portland, OR, to coincide with the NACo Summer meeting.  More to follow soon.   ###
image1.png
The voice of local authorities in the nation’s capital





image2.jpeg





