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HEADLINE DC 

MAY 15, 2011

HILL & LEGAL HAPPENINGS: POLICY AND POLITICS
· More House budget cuts:  On May 3, the House voted 238-183 to repeal mandatory funding to States to establish health exchanges under the ACA . The House also repealed funds for school-based health centers by a vote of 235-191.  The vote is mostly symbolic; both bills should be DOA in the Senate.
· FY 2012 funding: The tug-of-war continues over social program funding and taxation; the “gang of 6” continues to grope for compromise. And Congressman Ryan’s House-approved budget proposal is meeting with popular outcry over proposed changes to Medicare and Medicaid. Stay tuned.
· ACA legal front: April 21, U.S. District Court Judge Freda Wolfson rejected a suit challenging ACA’s individual insurance mandate and ACA impact on Medicare Advantage, ruling plaintiffs lacked standing to file suit. May 11, U.S. 4th Circuit Court of Appeals began hearings on contradictory lower court decisions, including the Virginia decision invalidating the ACA’s insurance mandate. Early reads suggest potential win for the ACA. Can you say Supreme Court?
AROUND THE AGENCIES: NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES
· Dual eligible program changes: CMS has launched an effort to work with states to save money and better coordinate care for the 9 million Americans enrolled in both Medicare and Medicaid, including better access to data and better coordination of health care between Medicare and Medicaid. To see the notice of the coordination project (aka Alignment Initiative), go to: www.ofr.gov/inspection.aspx. For more on data access go to:  www.cms.gov/CMCSBulletins/CMCSB/list.asp#TopOfPage. 
· Behavioral Health Court Funding Op: SAMHSA seeks applications to help state and local criminal and dependency courts for adults gain added flexibility and collaboration to better address the behavioral health needs of adults involved with the criminal court system. Due June 6. For more:  http://www.samhsa.gov/grants/2011/ti_11_010.aspx.
· ACA Community Transformation Grants: CDC makes $100 million available to help communities reduce chronic diseases. Applications due July. For link to grant info: http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/05/20110513b.html
ORGANIZATIONALLY  SPEAKING
· APA New DSM framework. APA has proposed restructuring the Manual of Mental Disorders and is seeking initial comment by June 15.  For more, go to: http://www.dsm5.org/Pages/Default.aspx
· Kaiser Family Foundation. Implications of a Federal Block Grant Program for Medicaid looks at broad implications of this change, suggested in the Ryan budget plan, including implications for states, localities and beneficiaries. For more, go to: http://www.kff.org/medicaid/8173.cfm. 
ETCETERA
· NACBHDD Summer Board Meeting: Portland, OR, July 18-19, 2011. Let Ron know if you’ll be  there: make your reservations by no later than June 15 for special rate at Paramount Hotel (1-503-223-9900). 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Next ACMHA Webinar: June 8, 2011 – Tentative topic: Performance Based Case Rates.  Go to www.acmha.org 
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