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HEADLINE DC 

MAY 1, 2011

HILL HAPPENINGS: POLICY, LAW  AND POLITICS
· FY 2011 Done; FY 2012 Heats Up: With hearings ongoing, the Appropriations Committees want to mark up the FY 2012 bills promptly. But first, House and Senate must agree an FY 2012 budget resolution, setting the cap on discretionary spending. The Ryan budget resolution, enacted by the House, is DOA in the Senate. What happens next? Stay tuned for details; be prepared to take action as necessary.
· Supreme Court Says NO: On April 25, the U.S. Supreme Court rejected Virginia Attorney General Cuccinelli’s request to fast-track review his challenge to the ACA. Next step: May 10 hearing before the U.S. 4th Circuit Court of Appeals.
AROUND THE AGENCIES: NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES
· Comment on draft home-based care rule:  A proposed CMS rule affecting those with mental illnesses and developmental disabilities would give states flexibility, letting people choose home care and design their services and supports. Comment by 6/15/11.  For more: http://www.ofr.gov/inspection.aspx
· Homelessness Grant Opportunity: Local government and others can apply for SAMHSA grants up to $500,000/year to help persons experiencing chronic homelessness gain sustainable housing through improved access to treatment and recovery services.  5/27/11 deadline. For application: http://www.samhsa.gov/grants/2011/ti_11_008.aspx
ORGANIZATIONALLY SPEAKING
· Disabilities Grant Opportunity: Health and Disability Project, NACCHO, invites local health departments/stakeholder partnerships to apply for 2 grant opportunities on healthy living for people with disabilities. Applications due May 16, 2011 at 5 PM ET.  For more: http://www.naccho.org/topics/HPDP/healthdisa/hdgrants2011.cfm
· National Academy for State Health Policy: Medicaid’s Role in Health Benefits Exchange: Roadmap for States examines integrating Medicaid into health exchanges, from enrollment to benefit design to infrastructure. Go to: http://www.rwjf.org/files/research/72126medicaidhealthexchange201104.pdf
· Institute of Medicine:  Child and Adolescent Health and Health Care Quality: Measuring What Matters, a congressionally requested report, was released April 25. Go to: http://www.iom.edu/Reports/2011/Child-and-Adolescent-Health-and-Health-Care-Quality.aspx
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Georgetown University Center for Children and Families: The MA and UT Health Insurance Exchanges: Lessons Learned discusses issues in existing state-run health exchanges and ways to refine their structure and function under ACA. Go to: http://www.rwjf.org/files/research/72105massutah201103.pdf
ETCETERA
· NACBHDD Summer Board Meeting: Portland, OR, July 18-19, 2011. Let Ron know if you’ll e there: make your reservations by no later than June 15 for special rate at Paramount Hotel (1-503-223-9900). 
· Next ACMHA Session: Federal Qualified Health Centers and Look Alikes, Tonya Bowers, HRSA, May 11, 2011, 3:00 p.m., EDT. Registration information available soon.  ###
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