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April 19, 2007
The Honorable Robert C. Byrd
U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee

S-131, U.S. Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Byrd:
As the House and Senate conferees consider the Fiscal Year 2007 emergency supplemental funding legislation (H.R. 1591), the National Association of County Behavioral Health and Developmental Disability Directors (NACBHDD) has identified three health issues that the Association urges you to adopt in the final legislation. NACBHDD is comprised of county and other local authorities charged with governing mental health, addictions and developmental disability services in communities.

Medicaid Rule Moratorium: NACBHDD supports the Senate provision to place a two-year moratorium on the implementation of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) proposed rule published on January 18, 2007. That rule would severely restrict the ability of states and counties to finance health systems serving their most vulnerable populations. Given our service responsibilities and local financial contributions to the safety net, any reduction in federal support will shift costs to states and localities and place further stress on our systems of care. 

Long-standing Medicaid financing arrangements between the federal, state and local governments would be disrupted or eliminated under the proposal and the September 1, 2007 implementation date compounds the concern. Vulnerable populations, including groups served by our members, often rely on local authorities for their health care. The proposed rule will weaken this safety net through a variety of mechanisms that have, to date, been approved by CMS.

Mental Health Services for Veterans: NACBHDD supports the provisions in the House and Senate bills providing $100 million for enhancements to mental health services provided to returning veterans. Some of our authorities are experiencing increased demands for services from soldiers returning from Iraq, including working with veterans exhibiting Post Traumatic Stress Disorder symptoms. Increasing the capacity of the Veterans Health Administration and community providers to meet their needs helps bolster the entire system of care.
State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP): NACBHDD supports provisions in both the House and Senate bills to address the shortfall in needed SCHIP funds soon to be experienced by at least 14 states. If states do not receive the approximately $750 million needed to continue their SCHIP programs, states will be forced to make cuts or delay coverage for children and their families. The effect of such choices will ultimately shift responsibilities and costs to those counties charged with providing health care to the uninsured.
Thank you for you attention to our views. If your staff has any questions about our positions, please have them contact Maeghan Gilmore, NACBHDD’s Director of Government Affairs and Public Policy at 202/661-8816 or mgilmore@nacbhd.org.
Sincerely,


Margaret E. Hanna, Chairperson

NACBHDD Board of Directors

Executive Director
Bucks County, PA Drug & Alcohol Commission, Inc
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