NACo 2006 Annual Conference and Exposition

August 4-8, Cook County/Chicago

WORKSHOP PROPOSAL FORM

Due:  Monday, April 17, to Elish Healy (ehealy@naco.org)
A maximum of 32 educational workshops will be scheduled in one of four (4) time blocks at McCormick Place-Lakeside Center:   two on Sunday afternoon, August 6, and two on Monday morning, August 7.  Each workshop is 75 minutes long (1 hour and 15 minutes).  

New This Year!  NACo will offer “hot topic” workshops.  Past conference survey results have shown that attendees would like to see “hot topics” offered more than one time.  These “hot topic” workshops will be repeated on Tuesday morning, August 8.  When you submit your workshop proposal, keep in mind that you may be asked to have this workshop presented on either Sunday or Monday, and again on Tuesday, August 8.
All proposals will be reviewed and evaluated by a team of representatives from each of NACo’s function areas.  You will be notified of your proposal’s status no later than April 28. 

The group of selected proposals will provide good choices for NACo’s diverse audience of elected and appointed officials in counties of varied demographics, cultures, resources, and perspectives.  All selected proposals will demonstrate solid educational content that will guide, challenge, and expand the horizons of county officials.  “Infomercials” or sales pitches are not appropriate for NACo’s educational workshops.  Please use the workshop track descriptions on the next page as a guide.

Criteria for Selection:  NACo seeks proposals that will attract a sizable audience and:
· Give essential information, practical ideas, tools, or resources;
· Address a current, critical issue;
· Describe successful and replicable practices or program;
· Are clear, concise, and inviting.
Continued next page ……

NACo 2006 Annual Conference and Exposition

Workshop Tracks

Community and Economic Development

Sample Topics:  business development and entrepreneurship; affordable housing; community planning and policy development; private sector partnerships; sustainable communities; transportation planning
Health, Human and Social Services

Sample Topics:  health care and healthy communities; prescription drugs; the aging population; workforce development; substance abuse and mental illness; criminal and juvenile justice systems; children, youth, and families  
Homeland Security and Public Safety
Sample Topics:  all hazards disaster preparedness, mitigation, response and recovery; regional planning/coordination; public safety communications; infrastructure security; cyber-terrorism; citizen preparedness 
Environment, Land Use, and Quality of Life
Sample Topics: land-use planning and growth management; open space protection; public lands; parks and recreation; air and water quality; wetlands protection and restoration; environmental health; energy management
 Running Your County 

Sample topics:  budgeting and finance; technology; service delivery; regional collaboration; privatization; efficiency and productivity; county government structure; media relations; leadership and organization development

Continued next page…..

NACo 2006 Workshop Proposal Form

Return to Elish Healy no later than Monday, April 17; ehealy@naco.org
Information must be completed for each item below for consideration and review.
Proposal contact name: (National Association of County Behavioral Health and Developmental Disability Directors (202)661-8816 and National Association of Counties 
Session Title: Reducing the Criminalization of Individuals  with Mental Illness and Addictions: Community Collaboratives the Work. 
Workshop Track: Health, Human and Social Services/Public Safety
Promotional Program Copy

This paragraph will be used in promotions and for the on-site program book.  Be concise - 75 words or less.   NACo reserves the right to edit.

One of the most challenging issues facing county governments today—if not most costly both in human and financial terms—is the criminalization of individuals with mentally illness and/or addictive disorders.  Many county governments and communities across the country are attempting to meet the challenge and are improving lives with innovative and creative collaborative solutions. During this session, participants will learn how the most successful have achieved their goals (reducing criminalization and increasing services).  Participants will also learn about the outstanding public policies that have created what many now refer to as “trans-institutionalization”—why is it happening and what can NACo and NACBHD do to stop it?    
Objectives:  Please list at least two objectives/outcomes for this workshop.  These will be included along with the description above in the promotional brochure and on NACo’s website.
Example: After attending this workshop you will be able to:  (begin with action verbs such as cite, compare, explain, identify, calculate, demonstrate, describe, apply, use, reduce, analyze, change)

Workshop participants will learn about successful community models that can be replicated.  Models will showcase how county departments can develop consistent goals even if they have different agency missions. 

Workshop participants will gain an understanding the larger system issues—beyond those of the jail and of the behavioral health system.  NACo and NACBHD can use the information to develop a public policy platform for national advocacy. 
Workshop Speakers:  Please list speakers and titles/organization.  If speakers are not confirmed at this time, please indicate the types of people you would recruit for this workshop.  Example:  “representative from the EPA”
Bexar County

TBD
Other Information About This Workshop Proposal  (Check all that apply)
___ Presidential Initiative Deliverable

___ Grant/Contract Deliverable

__X_ Affiliate Group Request:  (name, organization & contact phone #):
___ State Association Request: (name & contact phone #)

  Questions about your proposal or this form?  Call or e-mail Sandra Clark, Manager, Education Services,  202: 942-4277; sclark@naco.org
