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Subject: House Passes Budget Reconciliation

Date: Friday, November 18, 2005 10:09 AM
Tom Joseph, consultant and DC advocate provided NACBHD with the following update on the House budget reconciliation process:  

Early this morning the House adopted its budget bill which contains large cuts to child support, foster care, food stamps, Medicaid and SSI. It modified some of the cuts to Medicaid and food stamps before the bill passed (see below).  

Both the House and Senate will likely recess later today and will reconvene on December 5 for at least two weeks. At that point a House and Senate conference will meet to reconcile the differences between the two vastly different bills. While the Senate bill contains some of the Medicaid cuts, it does not contain the other human services reductions.  

Below is a copy of a CQ article and a list and link to the vote.  

Moderates Win Budget Concessions  

By Steven T. Dennis, CQ Staff  

The House passed a $49.5 billion spending cut bill early Friday morning, with Republican leaders corralling just enough moderates to support a package of cuts to entitlement programs like Medicaid, food stamps and student loans.  

The bill (HR 4241) passed 217-215 at 1:42 a.m. No Democrats voted for it.  

GOP leaders agreed to a number of demands late Thursday in a bid to win over the votes of moderates including Rep. Sherwood Boehlert, R-N.Y., who had been deriding the package as a recipe for the party losing its majority in the House.  

House GOP agreed to modify cuts to food stamps and make other changes.  

Boehlert said shortly after 9 p.m. that he was promised that funding to revive an expired milk subsidy would be included in conference with the Senate, along with additional home heating subsidies for the poor beyond the $1 billion included in the House bill.  

"Moderates feel we have been heard, we have been listened to," he said.  

Yet Democrats harshly criticized the plan as part of a two-step budget strategy including tax cuts that would expand the deficit. Gene Taylor, D-Miss., who lost his home in Hurricane Katrina, ripped the idea of slicing programs for the poor to pay for emergency hurricane relief while cutting taxes in companion legislation.   

"This is the cruelest lie of all, that the only way you can help people who have lost everything is by hurting somebody else," Taylor said.  

Republican leaders, however, argued that they were only modestly slowing the growth of mandatory programs that increase every year on autopilot by cutting waste and abuse.  

"You will listen to debate tonight that will sound like we are eliminating half of the federal government," said Budget Chairman Jim Nussle, R-Iowa. He said the cuts amount to less than one half of one percent of federal spending over the next five years.  

Passage of the budget bill was a hard-fought victory for the House leadership team, which has struggled for the past two months to unite the moderate and conservative wings of the party. Yet passage sets up a difficult conference with the Senate, which passed its own $35 billion package (S 1932) of cuts earlier this month with far more sweeteners, fewer cuts to programs for the poor, and changes to the Medicare program.  

Senate leaders and the White House also hope to include a provision that would open Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) to drilling in a House-Senate conference report, although a number of moderate House Republicans say that would doom the bill.  

House leaders stripped ANWR drilling from the bill on Nov. 9 to win over moderates; it remains in the Senate-passed bill.  

House Majority Leader Roy Blunt, R-Mo., and Speaker J. Dennis Hastert, R-Ill., tried throughout the day to coax the last few votes needed for the savings package. They could be seen talking to fence-sitting moderates while the bill was being debated. At one point, Blunt sat down next to moderate Michael N. Castle, R-Del., and talked, only to get up soon after and walk away as Castle threw a hand up. Neither looked happy. But Castle ultimately voted for the bill.  

Meanwhile, Hastert talked to John M. McHugh, R-N.Y., who had said he wanted significant additional changes to Medicaid. The Speaker's entreaties failed to satisfy him, and McHugh voted "no."  

GOP Senators Saxby Chambliss of Georgia, Rick Santorum of Pennsylvania, Lindsey Graham of South Carolina, and John Ensign of Nevada lurked in the rear of the chamber, talking to several members who had been on the fence.  

Conservatives hinted that the leadership team's hold on power would be tied to the fate of the savings package, with leadership elections expected in January and uncertainty over the fate of former House Majority Leader Tom DeLay, R-Texas, whose leadership position was taken over by Blunt after DeLay was indicated in September.  

Democrats are likely to use the vote as a weapon in the 2006 mid-term elections.  

The budget package came to the floor Thursday evening after a nearly six hour recess that followed the defeat of the first appropriations conference report on the House floor in a decade. (Story, p. 3)   

One change made to the budget cut bill on the floor would allow people who are receiving non-cash assistance to continue to be eligible for food stamps up to 150 percent of the poverty level. Another would modestly increase Medicaid transformation grants to fast-growing states.  

Leaders had slightly softened cuts in the budget savings bill to Medicaid and food stamps early Thursday in the Rules Committee. The biggest changes would make it easier for seniors to shelter assets and still be entitled to Medicaid coverage for nursing home care.  

The bill also would maintain the $3 co-payment required of Medicaid recipients for most medical services, rather than increasing it to $5. That would reduce the proposed savings by $100 million.  

McHugh said the premiums would still have to be paid by more poor people than in the past, and most of the savings would come from an assumption that people would forgo medical care rather than pay. "I think that's poor policy," he said.  

The savings package would preserve eligibility for the school lunch program for people who receive non-cash services under Temporary Assistance for Needy Families at a cost of $28 million over five years. A $20 million grandfathering provision for legal immigrants under food stamps also was added. The savings to food programs had been $844 million before the changes Thursday.  

Castle said he hoped that any compromise package negotiated in a conference with the Senate would be closer to $43 billion in cuts. A group opposing the bill, worried that Castle was poised to vote for the package, protested in front of his Delaware office.  

"We are going to hammer and make examples of him and every other moderate [Republican] who goes to the dark side and puts the needs of the poorest Americans last - and tax breaks for the wealthiest Americans first," said Brad Woodhouse, a spokesman for the Emergency Campaign for America's Priorities.  

Conservatives, who had sought deeper cuts, were claiming victory late Thursday. Rep. Mike Pence, R-Ind., chairman of the conservative Republican Study Committee, called the vote a "moment of truth for conservatives in the Republican caucus."   

Susan Ferrechio, Liriel Higa, Kate Schuler and Michael Teitelbaum contributed to this story.   

First posted Nov. 17, 2005 11:31 p.m.   

Source: CQ Today   

FINAL VOTE RESULTS FOR ROLL CALL 601  

(Republicans in roman; Democrats in italic; Independents underlined)  

      H R 4241      RECORDED VOTE      18-Nov-2005      1:41 AM  

      QUESTION:  On Passage  

      BILL TITLE: Deficit Reduction Act  

http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2005/roll601.xml  

 Ayes Noes PRES NV   

Republican 217 14       

Democratic   200   2   

Independent   1       

TOTALS 217 215   2   

---- AYES    217 ---  

Aderholt  

Akin  

Alexander  

Bachus  

Baker  

Barrett (SC)  

Bartlett (MD)  

Barton (TX)  

Bass  

Beauprez  

Biggert  

Bilirakis  

Bishop (UT)  

Blackburn  

Blunt  

Boehlert  

Boehner  

Bonilla  

Bonner  

Bono  

Boozman  

Boustany  

Bradley (NH)  

Brady (TX)  

Brown (SC)  

Brown-Waite, Ginny  

Burgess  

Burton (IN)  

Buyer  

Calvert  

Camp  

Cannon  

Cantor  

Capito  

Carter  

Castle  

Chabot  

Chocola  

Coble  

Cole (OK)  

Conaway  

Crenshaw  

Cubin  

Culberson  

Cunningham  

Davis (KY)  

Davis, Jo Ann  

Davis, Tom  

Deal (GA)  

DeLay  

Dent  

Diaz-Balart, L.  

Diaz-Balart, M.  

Doolittle  

Drake  

Dreier  

Duncan  

Ehlers  

Emerson  

English (PA)  

Everett  

Feeney  

Ferguson  

Fitzpatrick (PA)  

Flake  

Foley  

Forbes  

Fortenberry  

Fossella  

Foxx  

Franks (AZ)  

Frelinghuysen  

Gallegly  

 Garrett (NJ)  

Gibbons  

Gilchrest  

Gillmor  

Gingrey  

Gohmert  

Goode  

Goodlatte  

Granger  

Graves  

Green (WI)  

Gutknecht  

Hall  

Harris  

Hart  

Hastert  

Hastings (WA)  

Hayes  

Hayworth  

Hefley  

Hensarling  

Herger  

Hobson  

Hoekstra  

Hostettler  

Hulshof  

Hunter  

Hyde  

Inglis (SC)  

Issa  

Istook  

Jenkins  

Jindal  

Johnson, Sam  

Keller  

Kelly  

Kennedy (MN)  

King (IA)  

King (NY)  

Kingston  

Kirk  

Kline  

Knollenberg  

Kolbe  

Kuhl (NY)  

LaHood  

Latham  

LaTourette  

Lewis (CA)  

Lewis (KY)  

Linder  

LoBiondo  

Lucas  

Lungren, Daniel E.  

Mack  

Manzullo  

Marchant  

McCaul (TX)  

McCotter  

McCrery  

McHenry  

McKeon  

McMorris  

Mica  

Miller (FL)  

Miller (MI)  

Miller, Gary  

Moran (KS)  

Murphy  

Musgrave  

Myrick  

Neugebauer  

Northup  

 Norwood  

Nunes  

Nussle  

Osborne  

Otter  

Oxley  

Pearce  

Pence  

Peterson (PA)  

Petri  

Pickering  

Pitts  

Platts  

Poe  

Pombo  

Porter  

Price (GA)  

Pryce (OH)  

Putnam  

Radanovich  

Regula  

Rehberg  

Reichert  

Renzi  

Reynolds  

Rogers (AL)  

Rogers (KY)  

Rogers (MI)  

Rohrabacher  

Ros-Lehtinen  

Royce  

Ryan (WI)  

Ryun (KS)  

Saxton  

Schmidt  

Schwarz (MI)  

Sensenbrenner  

Sessions  

Shadegg  

Shaw  

Sherwood  

Shimkus  

Shuster  

Simpson  

Smith (TX)  

Sodrel  

Souder  

Stearns  

Sullivan  

Tancredo  

Taylor (NC)  

Terry  

Thomas  

Thornberry  

Tiahrt  

Tiberi  

Turner  

Upton  

Walden (OR)  

Walsh  

Wamp  

Weldon (FL)  

Weldon (PA)  

Weller  

Westmoreland  

Whitfield  

Wicker  

Wilson (SC)  

Wolf  

Young (AK)  

Young (FL)  

---- NOES    215 ---  

Abercrombie  

Ackerman  

Allen  

Andrews  

Baca  

Baird  

Baldwin  

Barrow  

Bean  

Becerra  

Berkley  

Berman  

Berry  

Bishop (GA)  

Bishop (NY)  

Blumenauer  

Boren  

Boucher  

Boyd  

Brady (PA)  

Brown (OH)  

Brown, Corrine  

Butterfield  

Capps  

Capuano  

Cardin  

Cardoza  

Carnahan  

Carson  

Case  

Chandler  

Clay  

Cleaver  

Clyburn  

Conyers  

Cooper  

Costa  

Costello  

Cramer  

Crowley  

Cuellar  

Cummings  

Davis (AL)  

Davis (CA)  

Davis (FL)  

Davis (IL)  

Davis (TN)  

DeFazio  

DeGette  

Delahunt  

DeLauro  

Dicks  

Dingell  

Doggett  

Doyle  

Edwards  

Emanuel  

Engel  

Eshoo  

Etheridge  

Evans  

Farr  

Fattah  

Filner  

Ford  

Frank (MA)  

Gerlach  

Gonzalez  

Gordon  

Green, Al  

Green, Gene  

Grijalva  

 Gutierrez  

Harman  

Hastings (FL)  

Herseth  

Higgins  

Hinchey  

Hinojosa  

Holden  

Holt  

Honda  

Hooley  

Hoyer  

Inslee  

Israel  

Jackson (IL)  

Jackson-Lee (TX)  

Jefferson  

Johnson (CT)  

Johnson (IL)  

Johnson, E. B.  

Jones (NC)  

Jones (OH)  

Kanjorski  

Kaptur  

Kennedy (RI)  

Kildee  

Kilpatrick (MI)  

Kind  

Kucinich  

Langevin  

Lantos  

Larsen (WA)  

Larson (CT)  

Leach  

Lee  

Levin  

Lewis (GA)  

Lipinski  

Lofgren, Zoe  

Lowey  

Lynch  

Maloney  

Markey  

Marshall  

Matheson  

Matsui  

McCarthy  

McCollum (MN)  

McDermott  

McGovern  

McHugh  

McIntyre  

McKinney  

McNulty  

Meehan  

Meek (FL)  

Meeks (NY)  

Melancon  

Menendez  

Michaud  

Millender-McDonald  

Miller (NC)  

Miller, George  

Mollohan  

Moore (KS)  

Moore (WI)  

Moran (VA)  

Murtha  

Nadler  

Napolitano  

Neal (MA)  

Ney  

 Oberstar  

Obey  

Olver  

Ortiz  

Owens  

Pallone  

Pascrell  

Pastor  

Paul  

Payne  

Pelosi  

Peterson (MN)  

Pomeroy  

Price (NC)  

Rahall  

Ramstad  

Rangel  

Reyes  

Ross  

Rothman  

Roybal-Allard  

Ruppersberger  

Rush  

Ryan (OH)  

Sabo  

Salazar  

Sánchez, Linda T.  

Sanchez, Loretta  

Sanders  

Schakowsky  

Schiff  

Schwartz (PA)  

Scott (GA)  

Scott (VA)  

Serrano  

Shays  

Sherman  

Simmons  

Skelton  

Slaughter  

Smith (NJ)  

Smith (WA)  

Snyder  

Solis  

Spratt  

Stark  

Strickland  

Stupak  

Sweeney  

Tanner  

Tauscher  

Taylor (MS)  

Thompson (CA)  

Thompson (MS)  

Tierney  

Udall (CO)  

Udall (NM)  

Van Hollen  

Velázquez  

Visclosky  

Wasserman Schultz  

Waters  

Watson  

Watt  

Waxman  

Weiner  

Wexler  

Wilson (NM)  

Woolsey  

Wu  

Wynn  

---- NOT VOTING    2 ---  

Boswell  

 Towns  

