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Alcohol, Drug Addiction and Mental Health Boards

 Achieve Highest Level of Certification 

[Columbus] – On September 26th, the Ohio Association of County Behavioral Health Authorities (OACBHA) awarded the first ever Board certifications to the Alcohol Drug Addiction and Mental Health Services (ADAMHS) Board for Montgomery County and the Lorain County Mental Health Board (CMH).  This is the highest level of certification that an Ohio behavioral health Board can receive.  The independent association of county alcohol, drug addiction and mental health boards provides three-year certifications to Boards that can demonstrate compliance with over 140 standards.

“This Association and its members have worked hard over the past three years to develop a process that sets the standard for quality services in the administration of the local alcohol, drug addiction and mental health system.  Through this certification process, we hope to send the message to Ohio's taxpayers that behavioral health boards are operating effectively and efficiently to meet the needs of those with  alcohol, drug addiction, and mental health disorders … and we can prove it!" said Cheri L. Water, CEO of OACBHA.

 

"This is an exciting day for the public behavioral health system.  Until now, Ohio did not have a process for evaluating a Board's overall performance.  This initiative will help to ensure that Boards operate in a consistent and quality fashion," said Mike Hogan, Director of the Ohio Department of Mental Health.  "I congratulate the Ohio Association of County Behavioral Health Authorities for initiating this process, and the Montgomery County ADAMHS Board and Lorain CMH Board for leading the way for other Boards to follow."   

"The real winners today are Ohioans with behavioral health needs that will benefit from our quality system of care,” said Carolyn Givens, Director of the Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services.  “I commend the Association and these two Boards for all of the effort that went into making this possible.”

OACBHA awards a three-year certification to Boards that demonstrate substantial fulfillment of its standards, including compliance to Medicaid rules, risk management and insurance, health and safety, human resources, mission and program, governance’s areas, finance and operations, continuous quality improvement, and ethics.  
